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The members of the Executive Committee of the In-The International Society of Nephrology (ISN)
ternational Society of Nephrology and the Program Di-is proud to announce the opening of its global head-
rector for this Congress include Robert C. Atkins fromquarters in Brussels, Belgium.
Australia, Jan J. Weening from The Netherlands, RashadThis allows for the daily management of the ISN’s
S. Barsoum from Egypt, William E. Mitch from theoperations, activities and programs to be coordi-
United States, Saulo Klahr from the United States andnated from one central office. Activities previously
Editor of Kidney International, and Steven C. Heberthandled by the administrative offices in Atlanta, GA
from the United States.(United States), Amsterdam (The Netherlands) and
Ordinarily, meetings of the International Society ofCairo (Egypt) have now been transferred to the
Nephrology or the American Society of Nephrology areglobal headquarters in Brussels. The offices of ISN-
academic celebrations laden with high scholarship, fes-COMGAN in Toronto (Canada) and Kidney Inter-
tive collegiality, the renewal of old friendships, and thenational in St. Louis, MO (United States) remain
formation of new bonds with colleagues. But our enthusi-operational.
asm today is muted by the apocalyptic tragedy of Septem-For all future transactions and further informa-
ber 11, 2001, which has cast a bleak penumbra over ourtion about the society, members and interested par-
planet.ties are therefore kindly requested to contact:
The terrorist acts were directed primarily against theInternational Society of Nephrology
United States, but they assassinated people from moreGlobal Headquarters
than 60 countries. They are a direct affront to justiceAve des Gaulois, 7
and simple decency, two of the key pillars of civilizedB-1040 Brussels, Belgium
societies. The acts, in fact, are better termed heinous
Tel: 32-2-743 1546 crimes than terrorist acts.
Fax: 32-2-743 1550 These crimes are a particular affront to those of us
E-mail: info@isn-online.org assembled here, since our lives are dedicated to healing,
not killing. Thus, all of us share jointly in mourning ourFurther information, together with the key rea-
losses and in mourning what will inevitably be a certainsons for this centralization, may be found by read-
curtailing of all our individual freedoms.ing the “Remarks from the President,” p. 1981.
In tribute to those people from more than 60 nations
who were murdered on September 11, and to people
murdered in all such criminal acts, I ask that you stand
for a moment of silence.The International Society of Nephrology invites you
What will happen after we have buried those who fell?to attend the ISN COMGAN Conference in World
There are some who believe that we cannot recover fromNephrology, Saturday, June 7, 2003, from 2:00 p.m. to
the tragic events of September 11, 2001. I am certain6:00 p.m., followed by a reception and buffet dinner
that we can, and we will. In the past century, we sawfrom 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at the Akademie der KAS
unimaginable horrors: Stalin, the Katyn Forest; HitlerBerlin, Tiergartenstrasse 35, 10785 Berlin, Germany.
and Eichmann, the Holocaust; and Pol Pot and the
Khmer Rouge, genocide in Cambodia. But even with
these horrors, the vector of humanity moves forwardPRESIDENT’S COMMENTS
inexorably. There are, after all, more people free on our
planet now than in the entire history of the world.First World Congress of Nephrology
October 13, 2001 I find solace in the last paragraph of William Faulk-
ner’s 1950 Nobel Prize Address, written shortly after the
end of World War II, at the height of the Cold War,Colleagues and guests, welcome to this first World
and with the Korean conflict about to occur. The mostCongress of Nephrology in San Franciso. Robert J. Al-
memorable passage from that paragraph is “I believepern, President of the American Society of Nephrology,
that man will not merely endure: He will prevail. . . . Hewill introduce the members of the Council of the Ameri-
alone among creatures has an inexhaustible voice, a soul,can Society of Nephrology and the Program Director:
Thomas H. Hostetter, Roland C. Blantz. John B. Stokes, a spirit capable of compassion and sacrifice and endur-
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ance.” I hope Faulkner’s affirmation of humanity’s flow, glomerular filtration, tubuloglomerular feedback,
the proximal nephron, and the prismatic functions of thestrengths benefits you as much as it has me.
Finally, with regard to September 11, I am happy to collecting duct were, to say the least, vague.
Renal biopsy was a new discipline. Renal arteriogra-announce that the American Society of Nephrology and
the International Society of Nephrology will each make phy was hazardous. And ultrasound, CT scans, and MRI
scans were nonexistent.a $5000 donation to the American Red Cross to aid that
organization in its efforts in New York, Washington, and With respect to nephropathies, the Dixon models for
immune renal injury, either immune complex or antiglo-Pennsylvania.
I turn now to more felicitous comments, all related to merular basement membrane antibody disease, were the
cardinal paradigms for immunologic renal disease. Andthis first World Congress.
The International Society of Nephrology was an out- many believed that as many as 30% of the population
had evidence of pyelonephritis at autopsy, a notion latergrowth of the vision of Jean Hamburger, the founder of
the Nephrology Unit at the Necker Hospital in Paris. dispelled elegantly by Paul Kimmelsteil.
A perusal of the program for this World CongressProfessor Hamburger organized a series of meetings with
international colleagues that began in 1957 and culmi- provides abundant testimony to the fact that, in the last
40 years, nephrology has grown exponentially. We un-nated in the first International Congress of Nephrology
in Evian-Les-Bains in 1960. derstand many of the subtleties of how nephrons work
and many of the complexities of immune renal disease.Ike Robinson and Gabriel Richet, both Past Presidents
of the International Society of Nephrology, have pro- Renal transplantation and dialysis are now routine. We
understand that most forms of hypertension may be renalvided a detailed account of the genesis of the Interna-
tional Society of Nephrology in their supplement to the in origin, a concept first articulated by Richard Bright
in the early 1800s. And happily, we now have effectiveJune 2001 issue of Kidney International. This brief ex-
cerpt from Hamburger’s writings explains his reasoning therapeutic strategies for treating hypertension of renal
and nonrenal origin.for forming the International Society of Nephrology: “It
is clear to see why there are so many who see in nephrol- The number of students of nephrology has also grown
dramatically. There are now over 95 national and re-ogy one of the blossoms . . . responsible for . . . revolu-
tionary progress. . . . It is natural that all these lovers of gional societies of nephrology throughout the world, all
concerned with the study of renal function and dysfunc-research on healthy and diseased kidneys decided . . . to
establish among themselves a bond of friendship and tion, and all committed to improving the lot of patients
afflicted with renal disease.work—La Socie´te´ International de Ne´phrologie.”
When the first meeting of the International Society
Why a World Congress of Nephrology?of Nephrology was held in Evian-les-Bains, there were
slightly more than 400 participants. At the time, there The answer lies in the remarkable clarity of thought
were only four societies that focused specifically on the of Ike Robinson, President of the American Society of
study of renal function and renal diseases: La Socie´te´ de Nephrology in 1982, and President of the International
Ne´phrologie in France, the Renal Association of Great Society of Nephrology from 1990 to 1993. Ike saw that
Britain, the Scandinavian Society for Kidney Research, many national meetings, most notably that of the Ameri-
and the Societa Italiana di Nefrologia. can Society of Nephrology, had already acquired an in-
When the International Society of Nephrology was ternational flavor. Ike was therefore concerned that we
formed, Jean Hamburger’s concept was of an academi- might be entering an era where few of us had either the
cally elite organization whose cardinal purpose was to time or the resources to attend multiple meetings. He
proposed that future International Society of Nephrol-exchange scientific information. And what was nephrol-
ogy at the time? ogy meetings might be coupled to meetings of national
or regional societies.Hemodialysis for acute renal failure was limited in
scope everywhere. Chronic dialysis was nascent, guided For these reasons, negotiations between the American
Society of Nephrology and International Society of Ne-by the heroic trials of Belding Scribner in Seattle. Renal
transplantation was in its infancy, involving largely living phrology for today’s meeting began in 1993. Happily,
because of the cordiality of Bob and his colleagues, pastrelated donor transplantation with cadaveric transplanta-
tion in an experimental stage. And the major immuno- and present, on the American Society of Nephrology
Council, these negotiations have been exceedingly suc-suppressive modalities available for renal transplanta-
tion were azathioprine, prednisone, and radiation. cessful and remarkably pleasant. There are over 10,000
registrants representing more than 100 nations in thisIn renal physiology, we had just come to recognize the
power of Carl Gottschalk’s concepts for countercurrent first World Congress of Nephrology.
The number of abstracts submitted, in excess of 5000,multiplication. Ideas about the regulation of renal blood
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is nearly the sum of the total number of abstracts submit- on the Program Committee. You will judge the quality
of their efforts as the Congress unfolds.ted to the 1999 International Society of Nephrology Con-
gress in Buenos Aires and to the 2000 American Society Thomas E. Andreoli
of Nephrology meeting in Toronto. So, at least quantita- 2001 President, ISN
tively, we have done well. The quality of the meeting, San Francisco, California
of course, will be judged by you. October 13, 2001
Finally, with particular respect to the International
Society of Nephrology, I return to Hamburger’s original
SECRETARY-GENERAL’S COMMENTSview of the International Society of Nephrology as an
elitist organization concerned with the exchange of high It is now 30 months since International Society of
science. The International Society of Nephrology, like Nephrology decided to split the Secretary-General’s of-
all organizations, is a tapestry which has not been and, fice into a headquarters office to be located in the city
I hope, never will be completed. The International Soci- where the secretary-general is located and a Permanent
ety of Nephrology has, without doubt, academic and Secretariat in Amsterdam, where all the long-term docu-
scientific elitism, most importantly through our Con- ments and International Society of Nephrology Archives
gresses, through Saulo Klahr’s stewardship of Kidney are kept. I am pleased to report that this system has
International, and Bob Alpern and Heini Murer’s guid- worked very well, largely through the availability of mod-
ance of the Forefronts in Nephrology series, which have ern communication technology, and thanks to the effi-
brought to nephrology a strong influx of molecular biol- ciency and cooperation of the executive staff in both
ogy and, now, genomics and proteomics. offices, headed by Ms. Ilja Huang. Assignment of various
At the same time, the International Society of Ne- duties to either office is dynamic, depending on the logis-
phrology must be egalitarian, both personally and intel- tics of work burden.
lectually, genuinely global in scope, and prismatic in con- In addition to routine activities, the Secretary-Gener-
tent. And the International Society of Nephrology has al’s office has been engaged in a number of tasks over
come to recognize its responsibility for fostering educa- the past year.
tion, clinical growth, and truly global participation.
Amendment of the International Society ofSome examples of the contributions to these ideals
Nephrology Constitutioninclude the Committee for the Global Advancement of
Nephrology, the so-called COMGAN program, orga- The final version of the Constitution was published in
nized splendidly by Barry Brenner and John Dirks; the Kidney International, and finally ratified in the General
International Fellowship Program, assembled with char- Assembly meeting of October 17, 2001.
acteristic grace and dignity by the late Claude Amiel,
Organization of the elections for counciland which has now provided training for nearly 300 fel-
lows from 55 countries hosted in 16 countries, and all In addition to the conventional on-site and mail ballot,
pledged to return to their native countries; the Renal we have begun to include an option of voting via the
Sister Center Program, initiated in 1997 by Robert Internet (an “e-ballot”). Two thirds of voting members
Schrier, is now directed by Rashad Barsoum and Eber- used the latter channel, which promises to be the pre-
hard Ritz, constitutes 146 Sister Centers involving 89 ferred voting method in the future. Six members were
countries. elected to replace outgoing Councilors, and three addi-
This World Congress of Nephrology also shows that tional vacancies were filled according to the amended
we have become global conceptually. There is something Constitution.
for everyone at this meeting, whether you are a molecu-
Organization of bidding for the 2007 Congresslar biologist, a physiologist, an immunologist, or a clinical
nephrologist concerned particularly with dialysis and Invitation for bidding was sent out to all national soci-
transplantation. I, therefore, believe that our two socie- ety presidents. At an early phase of the procedure, the
ties are moving in the right direction for achieving an Executive Committee decided to restrict the bid to appli-
appropriate balance between academic excellence, clini- cations from Africa and South America, in order to en-
cal excellence, and a genuine world presence. sure adequate global rotation of the Congress. As my
I close by expressing my sincere thanks again to Dr. home country (Egypt) was one of the applicants, it was
Alpern and his colleagues on the Council of the Ameri- decided to request Dr. Jan Weening to take over the
can Society of Nephrology for joining us in this venture, further steps in order to relieve me from any conflict of
and for making a potentially difficult set of arrangements interest. After a series of selection procedures, Egypt
remarkably pleasant. I also thank, with genuine grati- and Brazil were selected as eligible candidates. Both
were invited to make formal presentations in the Counciltude, Qais Al-Awqati, Steve Hebert, and their colleagues
